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SECRETARY OF DEFENSE WILLIAM J. PERRY
REMARKS WHILE VISITING BAIKCNUR COSMODROME, AS REPORTED IN THE PRESS
BAIKONUR COSMODROME, KAZAKHSTAN
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Perry, in Kazakhstan, Visits
Long- Secret Soviet Space Site

By Steve LeVine
fpaciel b The Wahingsen Past

BAIKONUR COSMODROME, Ka-
zakhstan, March 20—Two years after
the collapse of the Soviet Union and the
lifting of the veil of secrecy that long sur-

fense Secretary Wmmn J. Perry today
heametbeﬁmubma-levdU.S.dﬁ:nl
to visit the Baikomr Cosmodrome, Mos-
cow’s counterpart to Cape Canaveral,

In doing 30, Perry chose to focus on Baj-
kanur's place a3 a potent reminder of the
Cold War's demise, a place where mist
wafting over icy, empty stretchas makes
the site appear like 3 nuciear disaster zone,
At the same time, however, he viewed a
sparkding, high-tech reminder that Mos-
cow, although its economy and palitics are
in chaos, endures as a formidable challenge
to Western acientific prowess.

“No place could be mare approotiate to
ize the [in the U.S.-Russian

offering ammkw‘muﬂ_n&wz' officers
who man the site. was the center of

m-n'hdevdqmtmlh-n whu:hsym—
Dolized 2 race that could have ended in ca-
tastrophe for both of our countries, and in-

or the whole worid. Now

. :mﬁluel. instead ol Eolaing a hst

~Perty's viait came 3= Russia and Kazkh-
stan, where Baikenur is situated, are en-
gaged in tense negotiations over Moscow's
continued tse of the 600-square-mile site.
Many Russian officiale consider Baikonur
their birthright since it was mostly Russian
mm'hodadupedthem. and 1t

Ivdanandadﬂhlhwammmlor
the cosmodrome, now has reduced the
price tag well under $3 billion and expects
to sign an agreement when President Nur-
sultan Nazarbayev meets Russian Presi
dent Boris Yeltsin in Moscow at the end of
the month, said Tokhtar Aubakirov, direc-
tor of Kazakhstan's space agericy.
Moscow has announced plans to build a
new space pad at Svobodny, in the Russian
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Far East, but some Western analysts view
this as 2 negotiating ploy to pressure Ka-
mkhstan. Western scientists say that al-

ready-tmpoverished Russia would have to
spend more than $250 milion to build a
single pad for its workhorse Proton rociet.

Although planned months ago, Perry’s
visit to the southwest of this vast Central
to the relatively new U.S. presence in the
former Soviet Union. Washington, which
ly in the role of teacher and financier to
forroer Soviet republics, here met a level of
R-utednnllkﬂlhmanyausur-

Us. levels.

In the late 19503, when the space age
dawned oo this eerie, desolate plain, the
Soviets had congidered the program so se-
cret that, to confuse outsiders, they an-
pounced a site for their showcase launch
pad, then stealthily built it 230 mules away,
near Leninsk.

Moscow’s launching of Sputnik in
1957—and four years later a Soyuz space-
craft carrying Yuri Gagarin into orbit—-be-
came graphic symbois of the U.5.-Soviet
Cold War rivalry.

Now, some Russian news reports have
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claimed that Bakomur is decaying. It is
true thst Leninsk is becoming decrepit.
During the peacetime shrinking of Baikon-
ur's workload and an economic crisis in
which little hot water and electricity reach
the city, almost half its population of
100,000 has left.

In addition, Moscow has abandoned what
it intended as its centerpiece work for the
1990s: the Buran, a shuttle similar to the
U.S. series.

But Baikonur, which has conducted
more than twice the 453 space launches
that Canaveral has handled since 1957, is
entering the Western commercial world.
Next year, it is to launch an Inmarsat com-
munications satellite, and the following
year 21 low-station communication satel-
lites are scheduled to lift off from Baikonur
as part of a Motorola project to establish a
global cellular telephone system.

Bob Clarke, a NASA administrator who
accompanied Perry, noted that ground
crews for Soyuz manned flights can pre-
pare the pad for 2 new launch only six
hours after one capsule takes off; the Cape
Canaveral turn-around time is one month.
“Their performance is world class,” he said,

Adm. William Owens, vice chairman of
the U.S. joint chiefs of staff, marveled at
the workmanship on a Soyuz rocket being
readied for launch Monday.

“See those welds?” he said, gazing over
an iron railing surrounding the 156-foot-
tail rocket.

“Where it isn't important, the Russians
trash it. But when it counts, at pressure
points—those welds—they are superb.
They can't be equaied.”



